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similar measure, S. 1072. I believe it is 
a critical step toward funding our Na-
tion’s transportation infrastructure 
and creating much needed jobs. 

Now the real work begins. The Sen-
ate funding level is $295 billion. The 
House has passed its version, TEA–LU, 
at $284 billion over 6 years. And the 
President unfortunately supports the 
lower House number. In fact, he has 
threatened to veto any transportation 
bill that exceeds the $284 billion fund-
ing level. 

I was proud to join 83 of my Senate 
colleagues in standing firm on the Sen-
ate level of $295 billion. The White 
House should take note that at least 84 
Senators—a supermajority—support a 
higher number. 

Reauthorization of TEA–21 is one of 
the most important job and economic 
stimuli that the 109th Congress can 
pass. We must work quickly to deliver 
the best conference report at the high-
est possible funding level. We should 
not let further delay stand in the way 
of real transportation infrastructure 
improvement, economic development, 
and job creation. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to discuss the benefits of this legisla-
tion for my home State of Illinois. 

H.R. 3, as amended by the Senate, 
would make the largest investment to 
date in our Nation’s aging infrastruc-
ture, $295 billion over the life of the 
bill. In short, SAFETEA would in-
crease the State of Illinois’ total Fed-
eral transportation dollars and provide 
greater flexibility. It would help im-
prove the condition of Illinois’ roads 
and bridges, properly fund mass transit 
in Chicago and downstate, alleviate 
traffic congestion, and address highway 
safety and the environment. 

The bill would provide $184.5 billion 
over the next 5 years for highways and 
other surface transportation programs. 
Illinois has the third largest Interstate 
System in the country; however, its 
roads and bridges are rated among the 
worst in the Nation. The State can ex-
pect to receive more than $6.1 billion 
over the next 5 years from the highway 
formula contained in the Senate bill. 
That is a 33-percent increase over the 
last transportation bill, TEA–21. 

With these additional funds, the Illi-
nois Department of Transportation will 
be able to move forward on major re-
construction and rehabilitation 
projects throughout the State. 

Mass transit funding is vitally impor-
tant to the Chicago metropolitan area 
as well as to many downstate commu-
nities. It helps alleviate traffic conges-
tion, lessen air emissions, and provides 
access for thousands of Illinoisans 
every day. H.R. 3, as amended by the 
Senate, includes $46.53 billion over the 
next 5 years for mass transit. Illinois 
would receive about $2.22 billion over 
the next 5 years under the Senate bill, 
a $286 million or nearly 15-percent in-
crease from TEA–21. 

This legislation also preserves some 
important environmental and enhance-
ment programs, including the Conges-

tion Mitigation and Air Quality, 
CMAQ, program. CMAQ’s goal is to 
help States meet their air quality con-
formity requirements as prescribed by 
the Clean Air Act. The Senate bill 
would increase funding for CMAQ from 
$8 billion to $10.8 billion—an increase 
of 35 percent. Illinois received more 
than $460 million in CMAQ funds in 
TEA–21. The State is expected to re-
ceive an increase in CMAQ funds under 
the Senate bill. 

With regard to highway safety, Illi-
nois is 1 of 20 States that has enacted 
a primary seatbelt law. H.R. 3 would 
enable the State of Illinois and other 
States who have passed primary seat-
belt laws to obtain Federal funds to 
implement this program and further 
improve highway safety. 

I know this legislation is not perfect. 
Illinois’ highway formula should be 
higher. Amtrak reauthorization and 
rail freight transportation funding are 
noticeably absent. And important road 
and transit projects from around my 
home State have not yet been included. 
I will work with Senator BARACK 
OBAMA, a member of the Environment 
and Public Works Committee, and my 
Illinois colleagues in the House to en-
sure that Illinois receives a fair share 
of transportation funds—highway, 
transit, and highway safety—in the 
final conference report. 

I know my colleagues on the other 
side of the Capitol understand the im-
portance of this legislation and I am 
hopeful that Congress can expedi-
tiously work through the differences 
between the House and Senate bills in 
a conference committee. One of every 
five jobs in Illinois is related to trans-
portation, including construction jobs. 
Unless Congress moves quickly, we will 
lose another construction season and 
the important jobs that are created by 
public investment in transportation. 

Mr. President, with the passage of 
this legislation, the Senate has upheld 
its obligation to reauthorize and im-
prove our Nation’s important transpor-
tation programs. I am pleased to sup-
port SAFETEA. 

MISSED SENATE VOTES 
Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, on May 

11, 2005, I was necessarily absent from 
the Senate to attend the funeral of St. 
Paul, MN police officer, Sergeant Ger-
ald Vick, who tragically lost his life in 
the line of duty on Friday, May 6, 2005. 
I joined over 2,000 Minnesotans in pay-
ing our final respects to this heroic 
peace officer, community leader, and 
devoted husband and father. 

Had I been present to vote on the 
amendments to the Transportation Eq-
uity Act, I would have voted as follows: 

On the motion to waive the Congres-
sional Budget Act, in relation to 
amendment No. 605 and H.R. 3, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On the motion to table Corzine 
amendment No. 606, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

On the Lautenberg amendment No. 
625, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On the Harkin amendment No. 618, as 
modified, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I move 
to reconsider the vote and I move to 
lay that motion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, did my 
friend wish to make some comments on 
the floor at this time? 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, first of 
all, no. I am not going to make any ad-
ditional remarks. I was going to put us 
into morning business. I understand 
the Senator had some things she want-
ed to talk about. 

Mrs. BOXER. If you could do that, if 
you could ask unanimous consent I be 
recognized first in morning business. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. INHOFE. I ask unanimous con-
sent there now be a period for morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes on any sub-
ject, with Senator BOXER going first. 

Mrs. BOXER. Reserving the right to 
object, and I will not object, but my 
statement will run 30 minutes. I ask 
that be amended at this point. 

Mr. INHOFE. I have no objection. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
The Senator from California. 

f 

THANKING SENATOR INHOFE 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, before 
my colleague, Senator INHOFE, leaves 
the floor, I truly wish to say to him, as 
my chairman, how much I have en-
joyed working with him on the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee. 
What an important bill we have done, 
all of us together, across party lines. I 
am very hopeful we can see this bill 
move forward so the American people 
can move forward with their lives. 
They need the highways. They need the 
transit. They need the jobs this bill 
promises. 

I wished to thank him before he left 
the floor. 

f 

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I have 
asked for this time so I could talk 
about the issue that is really hanging 
over the head of the Senate, as Senator 
BAUCUS said when he gave his support 
to the highway and transit bill: What 
we can do when we work together. 
What we can do when we set aside the 
partisanship. What we can do when we 
work for our people, rather than make 
up a phony crisis about the courts and 
threaten to change more than 200 years 
of tradition and threaten a nuclear op-
tion—which was named by the Repub-
licans, by the way, when they thought 
about it because it is so vicious, it 
hurts so hard, it has such fallout that 
it will change the very nature of the 
Senate. But more importantly, it will 
change the way we now can protect the 
people of the United States of America. 

This is a very simple chart. It shows 
the numbers 208 to 10; 208 represents 
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